
Welcome to the Vale of 
White Horse Local Group 
summer newsletter. 

 What a strange year 2026 
has been so far. Incessant 
rain through the winter, 
followed by a dry spring and 
now heatwaves. 
Oxfordshire’s record-
breaking temperature was 
34.3 degrees on 23 June 
and perhaps there are more 
heatwaves to come. Large 
numbers of butterflies have 
emerged and scarlet tiger 
moths are to be seen widely.

 

This newsletter contains the 
programme for next season 
September 2026-27, reports 
on the recent AGM and has 
summaries of last season’s 
field trips. 

New local group website 

We have a new website: 
here is the link 

(https://group.rspb.org.uk/vw
h/). 

The webmaster is committee 
member David Marsh,  

Fiftieth anniversary 

Autumn 2026 marks the 
fiftieth anniversary of the 
founding of the Vale of White 
Horse local group. If anyone 
has any memories or 
photographs to share of the 
early days, please search 

them out and send them in 
for publication (to me at 
fmjenkins@hotmail.co.uk).  

 

Programme for 2026-27  

Indoor meetings  

All talks start at 7:30pm, 
either at the River Room, 
Sutton Courtenay, or on 
Zoom, or hybrid. 

Meetings in December, 
January and February are 
on Zoom only; an email link 
will be sent in advance by 
Tim Pett 
(timothygpett@gmail.com)  
01235 526033 to members 
and to any guests who pay 
£5 into the group’s account 
and send him an email to 
say they have done so.  

Details are given below for 
each meeting. 

 
21 September 2026 
 
Dr Pat Morris: Hedgehogs 
The meeting is in the River 
Room. 
 
Pat is President of the British 
Hedgehog Preservation 
Society and his New 
Naturalist volume on the 
hedgehog was published in 
2018. For many years he 
contributed to BBC radio and 
TV programmes. 

19 October 2026 
 
Roger Wyatt: Oxfordshire 
bird sightings 
This meeting is in the River 
Room.  
 
Roger's headmaster at 
Cholsey Primary School was 
the famous naturalist 
W.D.Campbell who wrote  

the weekly Country Diary 
column for the Guardian 
newspaper He was 
inspirational and helped 
Roger buy his first pair of 
binoculars.  
  
Roger worked for more than 
30 years for the Natural 
Environment Research 
Council. He has been 
resident warden at 
Withymead Nature Reserve 
and a volunteer Warden for 
the RSPB Stone Curlew 
Project. 
  
His talk will cover resident, 
migrant and vagrant birds. 
 
16 November 2026  
 
Simon Booker: Strictly 
Nature 
This talk will be in the River 
Room. 
Simon is a wildlife 
photographer, working 
mainly in Oxfordshire. 
Through StokerPix he has 
combined his passion for 
nature and photography with 
a lifetime of business 
communication to deliver 
inspiring and entertaining 
experiences which connect 
people with the wildlife on 
their doorstep and the effort 
required to see it. 
 
21 December 2026  
 
Richard Baines :Birds of 
Bhutan 
This will be a Zoom 
presentation. 
 
Richard is Co-Director of 
Yorkshire Coast Nature. He 
has undertaken many 
ecological surveys in the UK 
and abroad, including to 
Russia in 2008 and Bhutan in 
2020. In 2016 he started 
work part time as the North 
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Yorkshire Turtle Dove 
Project Officer. The project 
won Best UK Conservation 
Project at the National Parks 
conference in 2019.  

18 January 2027  
 
Jeff Clarke Inspiring 
Avians: What is your 
favourite bird? 
This is a Zoom presentation. 
 
Jeff Clarke worked for many 
years as a Countryside 
Ranger, later running a 
series of pioneering natural 
history-based projects as the 
Wildspace Officer for Halton 
Borough Council. He has 
been self-employed as an 
ecologist and environmental 
educator since 2009 and is 
currently Co-director of 
Anser Ecology Limited.  
 
15 February 2027  
 
Oliver Slessor: Birds 
Birding & a Career in 
Ornithology 
This is a Zoom presentation.  
 
Oliver has a wide-ranging 
set of experiences working 
with birds and nature which 
will be covered in detail in 
his book  'Birds, Birding and 
a Career in Ornithology', due 
to be published at the end of 
2026. Each chapter covers a 
bird related job in Britain and 
abroad over the last 20 
years and his talk will draw 
on a varied selection, from 
Bird Observatory work to 
seabird protection and bird 
guiding in Costa Rica and 
Ecuador, illustrated with 
many photographs.  

 
 
 
 

15 March 2027 
 
Glenda Law: Scotland the 
Beautiful 
This meeting is in the River 
Room.  
 
Glenda has been interested 
in wildlife for as long as she 
can remember and has long 
and varied experience of 
travelling to see wildlife The 
scenery of Scotland has 
added to the draw of the 
unique wildlife and she has 
visited many times.  
 
19 April 2027  
 
Dr Graham Lenton:  A High 
Arctic Journey - Svalbard 
and Greenland 
This meeting is in the River 
Room. 
 
Graham’s working life has 
been in ecology and  
university science education, 
travelling and photographing 
in over 80 countries of the 
world and he has lived 
overseas. He is a member of 
the Royal  Photographic 
Society. Several of his 
photos have been shortlisted 
for the Wildlife and Bird 
Photographer of the year. 
 
17 May 2027  
 
AGM and Members’ 
Evening 

 
This is to be held in the 
River Room without a Zoom 
link.   

Members are welcome to 
give a short talk after the 
AGM. 

 
 
 

Field trips 2026-27  

Leader and contact: Martin 
Latham 
(martinj.latham@googlemail.
com) 01235 851918 

All meetings commence on 
site at 10 a.m., with the 
exception of the evening visit 
to Greenham Common in 
search of crepuscular or 
nocturnal species which is at 
8pm. 

Please check our new 
website for further 
information and updates as 
trips are weather-dependent. 
Transport is with our own 
cars; car sharing welcomed 
(contact Martin if interested). 
An email will be sent to 
members prior to each 
event.  

25-27 September  Weekend 
away. 

24 October  Otmoor 

22 November  Port Meadow 

27 December Bodleian 
Library, 
Oxford.  Exhibition ‘Wonder 
of Birds’ 

24 January  Farmoor 

21 February  Radley Lakes. 

21 March Arne 

25 April  Cowleaze Wood 
and Linkey Down 

23 May  Otmoor 

13 June   Greenham 
Common for Nightjars and 
Woodcock 
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Annual General Meeting  
 
held on 18 May 2026 at the 
River Room 

. 

Review of the Year  

(This was provided in 
advance by Bob Knight who 
was unable to attend the 
meeting.) 

Firstly, we remember with 
sadness Malcolm Ross, who 
died recently, who for many 
years ran our website, and 
introduced us to the River 
Room. 

The mixture of in-person, 
hybrid and Zoom talks is still 
proving popular, and most of 
our membership have 
attended in person or on-
line. This year we aimed to 
highlight some UK 
conservation projects, and 
heard from Fiona Robinson 
(Giving Corncrakes a Home 
on Rathlin Island), Katie 
Thorpe (RSPB Middleton 
Lakes) and Rick Bayne 
(Project Turtle Dove); other 
speakers have included 
Mark Pearson (Filey 
International), and Jon 
Mason (Wildlife of the 
Chilterns).  

The 2026-27 programme will 
be announced in the 
summer:  the first indoor 
meeting of the season will 
be on 21 September. 

Martin Latham’s outdoor 
meetings at local reserves 
remain popular and will 
continue in 2026-27. 

Mike Haddrell continues to 
expand our presence on 
social media, with links to 

numerous local wildlife 
groups. 

The 2026 photo competition 
was judged by Jon Mason. 
Winners were: 

First:  Gannet and Gull by 
David Marsh

 

Second:  Frog by Bob Knight

 

Third:  White -Tailed Eagle 
by David Marsh

 

The next photo competition 
will be on 19 April 2027 
(entry deadline 16 March) 
and will be judged by April’s 
speaker. 

Once again we were able to 
arrange a weekend away in 
September, to the Somerset 
Levels, and included visits to 
WWT Slimbridge and Steart 
Marsh.This year’s weekend 
away will be based in 
Portland, with visits to 
reserves in Dorset – possibly 
taking in Blashford Lakes en 
route. 

We are already planning for 
2027, with a possible 
destination of Middleton 
Lakes. 

In the course of the year we 
have raised at least £500 for 
RSPB, and the Committee 
recommend that we do not 
increase membership fees 
for 2026-27. 

We are still looking for 
member contributions to 
meetings, or shorter 
contributions at a Members’ 
evening or in the interval in 
other talks and welcome any 
member who would like to 
join the committee. In 
particular, we welcome 
contributors to our 
Newsletter, as Felicity 
Jenkins is retiring from the 
role of Editor after 13 years. 

Thanks to David Marsh for 
updating our website, which 
will soon become an RSPB 
Group site. The 2026-27 
programme details will be on 
the new RSPB site 
(https://group.rspb.org.uk/vw
h/). 

Thanks to everyone – 
Committee, members, 
helpers and visitors – for 
making 2025-26 another 
successful year: we look 
forward to celebrating 50 
years of the Vale of White 
Horse group during the 
coming season. 

Have a good summer! 

Bob Knight, 
Local Group Leader 
 
The AGM was followed by a 
presentation about a wildlife 
and culture tour of Northern 
India from Mike Haddrell. 
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Committee for 2026-27 

Group Leader: Bob Knight 

Treasurer: Katie Davis; 

Secretary: Peter Williams; 

Indoor Programme: Mike 
Haddrell  

Outdoor Programme: Martin 
Latham 

Membership Secretary and 
Zoom host: Tim Pett 

Newsletter Editor: Felicity 
Jenkins – ad interim. We are 
looking for a volunteer to 
take on this role 

Committee Member: Steve 
Cload  

Webmaster: David Marsh 

Non Committee Members 

Sales Organizer: Gillian 
Taylor 

Social Media Volunteer: 
Mike Haddrell 

 

Local group activities 
 
Abingdon Clubs and 
Societies day 

The Clubs and Societies day 
in April is an opportunity for 
recruiting new members 
Peter, Tim, Mike and Katie 
manned our stall (below in 
readiness for the 
event).There was a lot of 
interest in our local group. 

 

The Nestbox at Chilton 
Primary School had a 

successful season again 
with 10 young Blue Tits. 

 

 

 

 

Review of Field Trips 
2025-26 

Port Meadow January by 
Martin Latham 

Our first trip of the year was 
to Port Meadow on 26 
January.  We had recently 
experienced several very 
rainy days and it looked as if 
there was much more rain to 
come.  I had visions of very 
few members, if any, turning 
up and thought that maybe 
the day's birding would be 
restricted to what we could 
find in the car park.  In the 
event, nine members made 
the effort and were rewarded 
by a bright spell between 
showers. The car park 
element was encouraging 
and we got off to a good 
start with a flock of Siskins 
feeding in a nearby alder 
tree,a 
conspicuous Redwing (the 
first of many), a Song 
Thrush in exuberant song, a 
very active Goldcrest, 
Goldfinches and a Blackcap 
calling from a dense cover of 
ivy. 

The meadow was flooded 
and there was no exposed 
mud.  Apart from a 
handful of Lapwings, there 
were no waders.  However, 
ducks and geese were out in 
force.  In addition to the 
usual Canada and Greylag 
Geese, we were amazed to 
find a flock of well over a 

hundred Barnacle 
Geese.  Such an impressive 
gathering is a most unusual 
sight in Oxfordshire and the 
birds concerned were 
doubtless a wandering feral 
flock. 

 

Wigeon were the most 
abundant species, 
numbering several 
hundred.  Here and there, 
swimming among the 
throngs of Wigeon, were  a 
scattering of Teal and small 
groups of Pintail, Shoveler, 
Gadwall and Mallard.  Three 
Goosanders (two males and 
a female) dived repeatedly 
and chased each other up 
and down across the water, 
making a showy addition to 
the day's sightings. 

Large gulls were in short 
supply.  We identified two 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls. 
and failed to find anything 
unusual among the 
hundreds of Black-headed 
Gulls. 

Pied Wagtails were 
present throughout our walk 
and there was a constant 
flow of Skylarks over the 
meadow. 

  We also encountered three 
Stonechats, the odd 
Meadow Pipit and 
Greenfinch, a foraging 
Chiffchaff that appeared to 
be picking something off the 



surface of the water, a 
yaffling Green Woodpecker, 
a hunting Kestrel and 
several soaring Red Kites. 

Other species recorded 
include Cormorant, 
Moorhen, Coot, Wren, 
Dunnock, Robin, Blue Tit, 
Great Tit, Magpie, Jackdaw 
and Starling, bringing our 
group total to 44 species 
before the rain started. 

Radley Lakes February by 
Martin Latham 

The rain was beginning to 
ease off as nine members 
arrived at the Thrupp Lake 
car park on the morning of 
22 February.  It was damp 
and muddy underfoot, but 
we were lucky enough to 
complete the circuit of the 
lake without any 
further showers.  It seemed 
to be one of those days 
poised between winter and 
spring.  The trees were bare 
but snowdrops and daffodils 
were a welcome contrast to 
an otherwise grey 
landscape. 

Several Song Thrushes and 
a Mistle Thrush were singing 
vigorously against spirited 
competition from 
Chaffinches, Greenfinches, 
Great Tits, Blue Tits, Robins, 
Dunnocks, Wrens and a 
Stock Dove.  Clearly 
spring was on its way, but a 
flock of Redwings overhead 
provided a reminder that we 
were not yet out of winter's 
grip. 

The lake presented a similar 
illustration of this turn-of-the-
season theme.  There were 
the customary winter flocks 
of Coots, Canada Geese, 
Mallards, Shovelers and 
Tufted Ducks, as well as at 
least ten Pochards, a few 
pairs of Gadwall, parties of 
Greylag Geese and three 
Egyptian Geese.  Black-
headed Gulls were out in 
force, many of them in full 
summer plumage.  Great 
Crested Grebes were also in 
summer plumage and at 
least one pair had begun the 
famous head-wagging stage 
of courtship.   Cormorants 
were numerous,and we 
observed them diving, wing-
drying and, in one instance, 
sitting on a nest.  Not so 
long ago, a tree-nesting 
Cormorant is something we 
wouldn't have expected to 
see in this 
country.  However, in recent 
decades, this species has 
followed the example of its 
continental counterparts, 
becoming much more 
frequent inland and adapting 
to an arboreal lifestyle. 

Also present on the lake or 
its margins were Mute Swan, 
Grey Heron, Little Egret, 
Moorhen and Herring 
Gull. Red Kite and Buzzard 
put in an appearance 
overhead, whilst in the 
adjacent woods we 
encountered roaming flocks 
of Long-tailed Tits and the 
odd 
Goldcrest. 

 

Woodpigeon, Magpie, 
Jackdaw, Carrion Crow, 
Blackbird and Goldfinch 
brought the day's total to 38 
species. 

College Lake March by 
Martin Latham  

Images by Mike Haddrell 

 

 

Nine members attended our 
field meeting at College 
Lake on 29 March.  Formerly 
a chalk quarry, this site is 
now a flagship reserve of the 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
& Oxfordshire Wildlife 
Trust.  Covering over 60 
hectares, it includes open 
water, marsh, rough 
grassland, woodland and 
scrub.  We were   impressed 
by the user-friendly nature of 
the reserve.  The signposted 
trails are well maintained 
and there are 
numerous benches, nine 
hides, a visitor centre, 
toilets, a shop, educational 
facilities and a cafeteria. 

 

We followed a trail that took 
us on a two-mile circuit of 
College Lake. Water birds 
were naturally the most 



obvious sign of 
life.  Cormorants, Coots, 
Greylag Geese and Canada 
Geese were numerous.  A 
couple of Egyptian Geese 
added a dash of the exotic. 
Ducks were equally plentiful 
and we observed Mallard, 
Gadwall, Teal, 
Shoveler,Tufted Duck and 
Pochard. 

College Lake is often an 
excellent place to observe 
waders.  On this occasion, 
however, we only 
encountered three species - 
Snipe, Redshank and 
Lapwing.  The first of these 
is a master of concealment, 
spending as little time as 
possible in the open.  The 
other two proved much more 
obliging and we obtained 
very satisfactory views.  In 
fact, it seemed that 
Lapwings were determined 
to be as visible as possible 
and we witnessed the 
striking spectacle of an irate 
Lapwing boldly taking to the 
air and successfully driving 
off a marauding Red 
Kite.  Since Redshank and 
Lapwing are red-listed birds, 
it is encouraging to note that 
both species breed at 
College Lake. 

Chiffchaffs were out in force 
and we heard them singing 
throughout our 
circular walk.  Blackcaps 
sang intermittently and from 
time to time we were berated 
by Cetti's Warblers.  Other 
songsters included Skylark, 
Wren, Dunnock, Robin, 
Blackbird, Song Thrush, 
Chaffinch and Greenfinch. 

 

Also on our day list were 
Mute Swan, Pheasant, 
Buzzard, Moorhen, Black-
headed Gull, Lesser Black-
backed Gull, Woodpigeon, 
Long-tailed Tit, Blue Tit, 
Coal Tit, Great Tit, Magpie, 
Jackdaw, Carrion Crow and 
Linnet.  We finished our visit 
with a modest yet 
respectable tally of 41 
species. 

Greenham Common April 
by Tim Pett 

We had 6 people at 
Greenham Common 
yesterday. It was very quiet, 
both people and birds! Our 
list is:Blackbird, Blackcap, 
Robin, Wren, Magpie, 
Garden Warbler, Stonechat, 
Meadow Pipit, Linnet, Blue 
Tit, Great Tit, Willow 
Warbler, Dunnock, 
Whitethroat, Red Kite, 
Woodlark, Song Thrush, 
Chiffchaff, Greenfinch, Little 
Egret, Great White Egret. 

Unfortunately, no Dartford 
Warblers and some of the 
above species were heard 
but not seen. 

Otmoor May by Bill Lester 

We had just five people on 
the Otmoor trip on 31 May. 
Here is my list of 49 birds 
seen or heard. 
Chiffchaff, Blackcap 
Whitethroat,Sedge Warbler, 
Reed Warbler,Cetti’s 
Warbler,Garden Warbler, 

Willow Warbler,Lapwing, 
Oystercatcher, Redshank, 
Snipe drumming,.Curlew, 
Moorhen,Coot,Tufted Duck, 
Mallard,Pochard,Gadwall, 
Great Crested Grebe, 
Mute Swan,Canada Goose, 
Greylag Goose,Little Egret. 
Red Kite,Marsh Harrie,r 
Hobby,Common Tern, 
Black-headed Gull, 
Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
Dunnock,Pied Wagtail, 
Pheasant,Wood ,Pigeon, 
Magpie,Jackdaw,Carrion 
Crow,Cuckoo seen flying, 
heard 'cuckoo' and 'bubbling' 
so probably Male & Female, 
Chaffinch, Wren, Skylark, 
Robin, Blackbird, Reed 
Bunting, Goldfinch, Linnet, 
Long-tailed Tit, Blue Tit, 
Great Tit. . 

A Fallow Deer was seen 
from 5 metres at the 
entrance to the carpark field. 
Butterflies seen were. 
Painted Lady, Red Admiral 
and Speckled Wood.  
 

Greenham Common June 
by Mike Haddrell 

It was great to see so many 
guests among the fifteen 
who assembled at 8pm on 
14 June at Greenham 
Common in search of 
Woodcock and Nightjar. We 
looked without success for 
Dartford Warbler and, 
although two Merlin apps 
suggested the presence of 
Woodlark we couldn't be 
sure. By 9.30 the ‘seen or 
heard’ list stood at 
Woodpigeon, Dunnock, 
Greenfinch, Goldfinch, 
Linnet, Blue Tit, Robin, Song 
Thrush, Blackbird, Wren, 
Blackcap, Chiffchaff, 
Whitethroat, Jackdaw, 
Carrion Crow, Swallow. We 



gathered expectantly at a 
known site as darkness fell 
and were first treated to 
Woodcock flying back and 
forth above our heads, then 
with increasing frequency. 
We then heard the familiar 
churring of at least two 
nightjars - there may have 
been three. After a little 
while we had the first 
sighting - a brief flypast - and 
on at least two further 
occasions we had good 
views immediately above us 
and a stunning, if brief 
display by a male bird 
showing the white flashes on 
his wing. Bats were also 
noted and a persistent 
barking Muntjac added to 
the soundtrack.  

Newsletter editor Felicity 
Jenkins 

fmjenkins@hotmail.co.uk  

Photographs, unless 
otherwise credited, are from 
the copyright-free website 
Unsplash. 

We have a new website 

https://group.rspb.org.uk/vw
h/ 

www.facebook.com/RSPBv
wh  

https://www.facebook.com/  

groups/3368074546743022 
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