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Fermanagh RSPB group enjoy a weekend on Rathlin Island

On Friday 7 June sixteen members of the RSPB Fermanagh group set sail for Rathlin Island, just off
the North Antrim Coast. It was a bit of a choppy journey from the harbour in Ballycastle to Church
Bay at Rathlin, but thankfully no sick bags were required! Nearing the island the first puffins were
spotted which cheered certain members of the party.

[On arrival at the Manor House]

As the group had taken the 12pm ferry they were too early for the 3pm check in at the Manor House
Guest Inn. However, the staff kindly allowed them to leave their luggage in a free area. Folks were
glad to sit down and enjoy lunch and coffee at this stage. After a while, with everyone fed and
watered, it was decided to take a walk to the East Lighthouse, 2 miles from the hotel. A-sauntering
they did go, to the oldest Light... built in 1856 at a cost of £17,140. Marconi famously established the
world’s first commercial radio link between East Light and Ballycastle in 1898. The Light became
automatic in 1995.

[The East Lighthouse]
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An excellent viewing spot was found (thanks to Cyril) on a grassy descent to the water below, where
the birds did not disappoint with their displays over the ocean (or perhaps the sea, Michael!).

[Enjoying the view]

[I’'m telling you Rozy, it’s a puffin!]
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Highlights on the walk included hearing the corncrake and seeing kittiwake, fulmar, gannet, razorbill,
guillemot, puffin, whitethroat, wheatear, stonechat and a great skua.

The walk back to the Manor House took the group past the two churches on Rathlin — The Church of
the Immaculate Conception (RC) and St. Thomas’s Church (COI) - and the local primary school, St.
Mary’s. On return, everyone checked in and took a bit of time settling into their rooms before
meeting up again in the bar area in advance of dinner. A very enjoyable evening was spent, eating
first class fayre while chatting about the day’s antics. Then to bed.

DAY ONE SPECIES LIST
Black Guillemot Goldfinch Kittiwake Robin
Blackbird Great black backed gull Little grebe Rock Pipit
Buzzard Great skua Meadow Pipit Skylark
Cormorant Greylag geese Oyster Catcher Song Thrush
Corncrake (heard) Guillemot Pied Wagtail Stonechat
Dunlin Heron Puffin Swallow
Eider duck & chicks Herring gull Raven Tufted duck
Fulmar Hooded crow Razorbill Wheatear
Gannet House Martin Ringed Plover Whitethroat

On Saturday morning, after breakfast, the Puffin Bus was waiting to transport the group to the West
Lighthouse and the Sealife Centre.

[North, South, East or West?]

East lighthouse 1 E%Y

Rue lighthouse 2%
West lighthouse 412
Seabird centre 412

The friendly RSPB staff and volunteers were on hand to chat about, and inform the group, of the
various birds which were nesting on the cliff face and how the season has been progressing to date.
Sadly, the puffin numbers were not as high as had been hoped but the guillemots were plentiful. It
was very windy and fairly cold at the viewing platform so the coffee dock at the reception area was a
welcome sight on the return up the 98 steps.
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[The viewing platform sights]

Most of the group had decided to do the 4.5 mile return journey to the Manor House on foot, with
“an older” member of the group showing up some younger than him with his level of stamina.
Perhaps it was the little Cointreau the night before that perked him up . No names mentioned...
what happens on Rathlin, stays on Rathlin!

Along the road, a picnic lunch provided sustenance for the remainder of the walk back.

[Pit stop]
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Back at the hotel, folks relaxed in the foyer or in their rooms before a few decided that they needed
more exercise... one went for a run, two brave men took to the water for a rather chilly swim, while a
few others went walking in search of seals and were delighted to count 34 not too far from the hotel.
The feats of athleticism made for an interesting topic of conversation over dinner in the evening.

As on the previous night, the dinner was superb and given great praise by everyone... particularly by
the “one” who very much enjoyed his lobster (and was very happy to let others have a nibble to
taste). It was another great evening of chat and banter, with everybody very content in each other’s

company.
DAY TWO SPECIES LIST

Chaffinch Magpie
Chicken Mallard
Coal tit Pheasant (heard)
Curlew Seals (many)
Dunnock Sedge warbler (heard)
Great black backed gull chicks Shelduck
Guillemot egg on a black backed gull nest Willow warbler
House Sparrow

On (a drizzly) Sunday morning a more leisurely breakfast was enjoyed and, with the majority of the
group taking the 11am ferry back to the mainland, there wasn’t a lot of time to do any further
exploration of the island. As “the last five standing” watched the ferry roll away, the rain was quite
heavy so they decided to sit in the hotel foyer and watch said ferry bob its way through the waves,
relieved that they were still on solid ground. As the rain eased slightly, an executive decision was
taken to set out to the Rue Lighthouse for one final walk and sightseeing mission... and, boy, were
they glad they did as they had the thrill ( a couple for the first time) to hear snipe drumming and see
them in the sky. It is a truly unique and memorable sound! They also saw several Irish hares but,
although one was golden-ish in colour, sadly the elusive Golden Hare was not out to say hello. Allin
all it was a lovely ending to a wonderful weekend.

DAY THREE SPECIES LIST
Common gull Manx Shearwater
Coot Reed bunting
Great tit Sand Martin
Hares (several) Snipe (drumming)
Linnet Wren

TOTAL BIRD SPECIES COUNT - 58





