
   

  

The Aberdeen and District Local 
Group is for anyone with an 
interest in wildlife and 
birdwatching  

We have been fundraising over the years, 
supporting local projects such as RSPB 
Scotland’s Loch of Strathbeg nature reserve.  
We run a programme of habitat management 
days at our local RSPB Scotland reserves 
including Fowlsheugh, Loch of Strathbeg and 
Meikle Loch. Please contact  
Ruth Howie (07980 863007, or 
ruth.howie@yahoo.co.uk) for details. 
Membership costs £5 per year in addition to 
RSPB national membership. 

For further information contact: 
Chairperson  
Mr David Leslie  
07446 835932 
Davidleslie77@gmail.com 

Programme Co-ordinator  
Mr Tony Hilton  
07979 355471 
tonichilton@btinternet.com 

Waxwing by M. Sullivan 

 
 
The RSPB is a registered charity in England & Wales 
207076, in Scotland SC037654. 

Indoor meetings run October to March, 
usually every 2nd Tuesday of the month.  
Venue: Large Lecture Theatre, Zoology 
Building, Tillydrone Avenue, AB24 2TZ 
 
All indoor talks start at 7.30pm.  
Refreshments are available at the interval for 
£2 to help defray the costs.  
___________________________________ 

Field trips take place on Sundays and 
midweek and are suitable for all ages 
whether you’re an experienced birder or not. 
Please bring warm and waterproof clothing, 
stout footwear and suitable refreshments, as 
well as binoculars if you have them.  
In the event of bad weather, contact the 
leader to confirm that it is going ahead. If you 
intend to leave before the end, make sure the 
leader knows. 
Contacts for field trips: 
David Leslie:  07446 835932 
Tony Hilton:  07979 355471 

Rob Leslie:   07887 630618 
Mark Sullivan:  07966 412172 
Keith Yates  07495 767592 
Membership of the group is not essential to 
attend our events, however if you enjoy the 
experience it is hoped that membership will 
follow. 
 

https://group.rspb.org.uk/aberdeen/ 

Programme July 2026 – January 2027 
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17th 

 

Tuesday February 10th  – Indoor Meeting: 
“Shetland Birding” Speaker Keith Yates 

Sunday February 22nd – Ugie Estuary and 
Buchanhaven -White-winged Gulls and 
winter waders. Meet 10am at the Peterhead 
Golf course car park, Golf Rd, (NK 120 473). 
Leader Keith Yates. (bring packed lunch) 

March 

Sunday March 8th – Haddo House – Ducks 
and woodland birds. Meet 10am at Haddo 
House car park (NJ 8672 3449 564). Leader 
Tony Hilton. (Bring packed lunch) 

Tuesday March 10th  – Indoor Meeting: 
“Forvie NNR” A review of this important 
reserve from the reserve warden. Speaker 
Daryl Short 

Thursday March 26th - Monikie Country 
Park- Great-crested Grebes and Little Gulls.  
Meet 10am at Monikie CP car park. (NO 502 
384) Leader Rob Leslie – car sharing 
possible (bring packed lunch) 

April 

Wednesday April 15th – Cairnbulg and 
Inverallochy  Gulls and waders. Meet 10am 
at Cairnbulg Harbour (NJ 429 268). Leader 
David Leslie. (Bring packed lunch). 

       
Welcome to the  

Aberdeen and District RSPB 
Local Group 

January 2026 

Friday January 2nd – Annual Ythan 
Wander- Start your year list with a bang! 
meet at 10am at the Beach Road car park 
(NK 0020 2475). Leader David Leslie 

Tuesday January 13th  – Indoor Meeting: 
“NE Bird Recorder and the NES Bird List” 
What is the role of the Recorder, and what is 
the status of the local bird list? Speaker Ian 
Broadbent.  

Sunday January 25th  – Hazlehead to 
Johnston Gardens Winter woodland birds 
(and Kingfisher?). Meet 10am at Hazlehead 
main carpark off Hazlehead Avenue (NJ 
9865 0545) Leader Mark Sullivan. 

February 

Wednesday February 4th – Dyce riverside 
walk – Otters and Dipper. Meet 10am at 
carpark off Riverside Drive, north of Asda.. 
(NJ 8968 1316). Leader Belinda Miller  

Sunday April 26th – Glen Dye Forest and 
moorland birds. Meet 10am at Glen Dye car 
park (off B974 just S of Bridge of Dye) (NO 
646 844). Leader Tony Hilton. (Bring 
packed lunch). 

May 

Thursday May 7th – Dawn Chorus at 
Loch Kinord (followed by breakfast). Start 
6am. Further information will be supplied 
nearer the time. Leader Keith Yates 

Sunday May 24th– Big Sit at Strathbeg 
Join committee members on a rota to see 
as many species as possible between 0700 
and 1900hrs. Leader Mark Sullivan. 
Further information nearer the time 

June 

Wednesday June 10th -  An evening at  
Fowlsheugh  Puffins and other Auks. Meet 
5pm at Stonehaven Beach Rd car park 
(NO 875 865). Leader Rob Leslie. Fish 
and chips to follow! 

Sunday June 28th – Ythan – Mostly Terns! 
Meet 10am at the Beach Road car park (NK 
0020 2475). Leader David Leslie. (Bring 
packed lunch) 

 

 



 17th  

 

September 2026 

Sat/Sun September 12-13th  – Fife 
Weekend. Contact David Leslie if 
interested. 

Wednesday September 23rd – Cairnbulg 
and Inverallochy – Coastal birds and 
migrants. Meet 10am at Cairnbulg Harbour 
car park (NJ 429 268). Bring a packed lunch. 
Leader Mark Sullivan.  

October 2026 

Sunday October 11th – Loch of Strathbeg 
– Wildfowl. Meet 10am at Loch of Strathbeg 
visitor centre car park (NO 450 507). Bring a 
packed lunch. Leader Rob Leslie. 

Tuesday October 13th  - Indoor Meeting – 
“Highland Wildlife” Speaker Roy Atkins, 
Speyside Wildlife 

Thursday October 21st  – Kinneff and 
Benholm – late autumn migrants. Meet 
10am at Kinneff Old Church (NO 856 748). 
Bring a packed lunch. Leader Keith Yates.  

November 2026 

Sunday November 8th – Loch of Skene 
Goose roost. Meet 7am at the Towers car 
park, Loch of Skene. Leader Tony Hilton 

       
Welcome to the  

Aberdeen and District RSPB 
Local Group 

July 2026 

Thursday July 9th – Glen Lethnot – 
Raptors and upland birds. Meet 10am at 
the Waterhead car park (NO465 716). Car 
share from Stonehaven recommended. Bring 
a packed lunch. Leader Keith Yates 

Sunday July 26th  – Blackdog to Murcar – 
Scoters and seabirds Meet 10am at 
Blackdog car park off Hareburn Terrace (NJ 
962 141) Leader Rob Leslie 

August 2026 

Sunday August 9th  – St Cyrus and Tangle 
Ha – Butterflies, raptors and skuas. Meet 
10am at St Cyrus NNR car park, (NO 741 
634) Bring a packed lunch. Leader Tony 
Hilton 

Thursday August 20th – Ullapool Pelagic 
(travel Wednesday 19th). Contact David 
Leslie if interested, for more details. This 
will be weather and ferry dependant! 

Tuesday November 10th  - Indoor 
Meeting – “Phenology – how we can 
study changes in bird populations in a 
time of climate change” Speaker Megan 
Stamp. 

Thursday November 26th – Park Estate – 
Winter woodland and riverine birds. Meet 
10am at Drumoak Bowling Club car park 
(NO 793 989). Leader Mark Sullivan.  

December 2026 

Tuesday December 8th  - Indoor Meeting 
– AGM plus “Iceland Birding” Speaker 
Mark Sullivan 

Sunday December 13th – Christmas walk 
– followed by Christmas lunch. Details to 
be provided nearer the time. 

January 2027 

Saturday January 2nd – Ythan 
Wander:Our annual year opener to get 
your year list off to a flying start. Meet 
10am at beach car park, Newburgh (NK 002 
247). Leader David Leslie 

 

 

 

 

David Leslie
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