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The RSPB Macclesfield Local Group 

The 

Heron 
Newsletter - April 2022 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: in England and Wales no. 207076, in Scotland no. SC037654 

We welcome back Brian Anderson as our speaker tonight 

This will be Brian’s third visit to Macclesfield and tonight he will present his new talk for the 2020s   
- Paradise lost or paradise retained? His presentation will look into the negative effects of 
mankind’s activities on the planet; including the increase in carbon dioxide levels, pollution, and 
global warming. According to some scientists, we now live in a new geological era, called the 
Anthropocene.  
 
Brian will explore what must be done to reverse these negative effects, looking at ground 
breaking eco-projects around the world that work tirelessly to protect and and conserve our 
unique species and their ecosystems. We will visit Galápagos, South Georgia, Chile’s Atacama 
Desert, the Arctic, Antarctica and other remote and unique places Brian has visited, which are 
threatened in this new era. His talk will be illustrated with his usual high standard photography. 

A  2022 

Tuesday 
 12 

 
Doors open  

7:15 pm to start 
at 7:45 pm 

Indoor meeting: Paradise Lost or Paradise Retained? by Brian Anderson 
 

Brian looks at the negative effects of mankind’s activities on the planet; 
including the increase in carbon dioxide levels, pollution and global warming; 
ecosystem destruction and depletion of the earth’s limited resources. According 
to some scientists, we now live in a new geological era - called the 
Anthropocene.  
 
Local Group Members  £1, Visitors £5 and Under 18 Free. 

Wednesday 
 20  

 
Start at 8:00 am 

Walk with Nature: Styal Woods 
 

Join us for a walk around the woodlands at Styal Country Park. We will be 
listening and looking for the area’s resident song birds as well as spring 
migrants including chiffchaff, willow warbler, blackcap and garden warbler.  
Meet at Twinnies Bridge car park, entrance on Styal Road, Wilmslow,  
SK9 4HW  
LR Grid Reference SJ840822, WGS84: N 53.33639, W -2.24174 
8:00 am to 10:00 am.  
Leader: Ray Evans 01625 432635 with National Trust Volunteer Derek Hatton. 

Sunday 
24 
 

Departs 7:30 am 

WGBG Coach Trip: RSPB Leighton Moss reserve 
 

Depart at 7:30 am from Wilmslow Guild, Bourne Street, Wilmslow, SK9 5HD 
Contact: Steve McGann 01625 533652 

D  D  
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A  2022 

Wednesday 
 27 

  
Start at 9:00 am 

Walk with Nature: A linear walk from Mottram Hall along the River Bollin 
towards Prestbury 
 

Come and join us for a walk along the River Bollin where we hope to see grey 
wagtail, sand martins, common whitethroat and other warblers. 
Meet at Mottram Hall Golf Club car park, entrance off the A538, Post Code 
SK10 4QT, drive past the front of the hotel and park in the top right hand corner 
of the main car park,  
We will walk along a public right of way next to the golf course, please be aware 
of the possibility of wayward golf balls and be still and quiet when nearby 
golfers are playing their shots. Coffee and snacks are available after the walk in 
the Golf Club Bar. 
LR Grid Reference SJ886796, WGS84: N 53.31278, W -2.17222 
9:00 am to 11:00 am. 
Leader: Ian Taylor 01260 275248 

M  2022 

Thursday 
5 
 

Start at 
10:00am 

Walk with Nature: Around Astbury Mere Country Park 
 

Join us for a spring walk around Astbury Mere Country Park looking for 
chiffchaff, willow warbler, blackcap and other summer migrant species. At this 
time of year the Mere has sand martins and swallows swooping over the water. 
Meet at the Visitor Centre, Sandy Lane off the A34 (Newcastle Road) 
Congleton CW12 4FR.  
LR Grid Reference SJ846627,  WGS84 N 53.16132, W -2.23153 
10:00 am to 12:00 pm, Car park fee payable 
Leader: Lydia Taylor 01260 275248 

Sunday  
8 

Departs 7:30 am 

WGBG Coach Trip: Brandon Marsh 
 
Depart at 7:30 am from Wilmslow Guild, Bourne Street, Wilmslow, SK9 5HD 
Contact: Steve McGann 01625 533652 

Tuesday 
 10 

 
 Start at  
7:45 pm 

AGM followed by members digital images and videos 
 

Each year members produce some fine images showing wildlife from both 
home and abroad. Please email your images, no more than 25 and videos, no 
longer than 10 mins to david@macclesfieldrspb.org.uk or phone 01625 432105 
or 07722 124412 if you would like them to be included.  
Closing date for receipt of images/videos 30th April. 

Wednesday 
11 
 

Start at 7:00 am 
 

Walk with Nature: Birds of the Goyt Valley 
 

A walk in the Goyt Valley looking for our less frequently seen spring migrants, 
pied flycatcher, common redstart and tree pipit. 
Meet at Errwood Hall car park, Goyt Valley  
7:00 am to 9:00 am 
LR Grid Reference SK012748, WGS84 N 53.27053, W -1.98317  
Leader: Ian Taylor 01260 275248  

J  2022 

Sunday 
5 
 

Start at  
10:00 am 

The enchanting flowers of Coombes Valley  
 
Join experienced guide Bill Waller on a walk around RSPB Coombes Valley. An 
opportunity to see the wonderful variety of plants that Coombes Valley 
supports, such as the beautiful heath spotted orchids. A fascinating family 
event.  
10:00am to 1:00pm Cost £2.40 to £7.50 see RSPB Coombes Valley to book. 
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J  2022 

Friday 
24 
 

Start at  
10:00 am 

Walk with Nature: Birds and Orchids at Jacksons’ Brickworks nature 
reserve 
 

A leisurely morning stroll around the paths of Jacksons’ Brickworks listening to 
birdsong and identifying the orchids in this unique habitat reclaimed from its 
industrial past. 
Meet at Jacksons’ Brickworks Car Park, Pool House Road, Higher Poynton, 
SK12 1TY   
LR Grid Reference: SJ947844, WGS84 N 53.35622, W -2.08045.  
10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Leader: Tina Hanak  07870 804413                                                       

J  2022 

Sunday  
3 
 

Starts 10:00am 

The enchanting flowers of Coombes Valley  
 
Join experienced guide Bill Waller on a walk around RSPB Coombes Valley. 
An opportunity to see the wonderful variety of plants that Coombes Valley 
supports, such as the beautiful greater butterfly orchids.  
A fascinating family event.  
10:00am to 1:00pm Cost £2.40 to £7.50 see RSPB Coombes Valley to book. 

Wednesday 
13 
 

Evening Walk  
 

Start at 6:30 pm 

Evening Walk with Nature: Birdlife around Redesmere 
 

A linear walk from Redesmere car park alongside the Mere opposite the sailing 
club. We will look for wildfowl as well as swallows, sand and house martins 
feeding on insects over the water together with other summer visitors.  
Meet in Redesmere car park  
LR Grid Reference SJ849713, WGS84 N 53.23889, W -2.22817 
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
Leaders: Ian Taylor 01260 275248 and David Tolliday 01625 432105 

Saturday 
24 
 

Starts 10:00am 

Coombes Fascinating Fungi 
 
Join expert “Fungal Punk Dave” and discover more about the world of fungi 
and the amazing web of life they support. This popular guided walk is suitable 
for both fungi lovers and novices with no knowledge of fungi required.  
A fascinating family event. 
10:00am to 1:00pm Cost £4.00 to £9.50 see RSPB Coombes Valley to book. 

S  2022 

N    C  

We urgently need the following vacancies to be filled to continue as a the Local Group: 
· Publicity Officer 
· Bird Records Officer 
· Website Editor 
· Facebook Host 
· Newsletter Editor 

 

The Bird Records Officer is a recent vacancy and the job entails: 
· Receiving reports usually via email to birdrecords@macclesfieldrspb.org.uk 
· Reply to sender and say thank you and maybe comment on the report. 
· Some reports need filtering, such as birds of prey in sensitive areas. 
· Post the reports on the local group’s website. This is currently relatively easy, provided 

the website is working, but hopefully will be easier with the new website. 
· At the end of the year provide a spreadsheet of the sightings to CAWOS for inclusion 

on Birdtrack. This currently goes to Graham Palmer 
Please speak to a Committee member if you would like to know more about any of these roles. 
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Charles Tunnicliffe OBE RA replica medal presented  
to Macclesfield Museums by the RSPB 

 

C 
harles Tunnicliffe OBE RA was a Macclesfield born artist who initially studied at the 
School of Art, which is where The Silk Museum is now located on Park Lane. The 
Museum has a collection of Tunnicliffe’s paintings, drawings and book illustrations, 
many of which are of nature and in particular feature birds. The museum has just run a 

programme of events celebrating the 120 years since Tunnicliffe was born. In 1975 The Royal 
Society Protection of Birds (RSPB) presented Charles Tunnicliffe, an RSPB Vice-president, with 
their gold medal in recognition of his contribution to wildlife conservation. In the 1978 Queen’s 
birthday honours list, Charles received an OBE for his Services to the Arts. These medals were 
on display at the Silk Museum until August last year when thieves broke into the museum and 
stole the two medals. 

 
The RSPB has presented Macclesfield Museums with a sterling 
silver replica medal of the one stolen from the museum. This will 
now resume its place in the collection at Macclesfield Museums 
along with the artist’s work. Emma Anderson, Director of 
Macclesfield Museums, says: “We’re thrilled to receive this on 
behalf of Charles Tunnicliffe who was a master at capturing birds 
in his work. He really was unequalled. The medal will form part 
of the collection, which we have been exhibiting this year at The 
Silk Museum, Macclesfield Library and Macclesfield Town Hall. It 
is a fitting end 
to our 
Tunnicliffe 
celebrations.” 
 

Janet Jackson MBE, a trustee of The Silk 
Heritage Trust and Chair of the Friends of Silk 
Heritage, added: “It was a real blow to the 
museum to have these medals stolen and we 
are delighted to receive this from the RSPB, 
particularly at this time when we celebrate 
Tunnicliffe’s work in his 120th year.” David 
Tolliday, a volunteer from the RSPB 
Macclesfield Local Group says: “Our local 
group is delighted that RSPB Council agreed 
to reissue Tunnicliffe’s medal. This wonderful and possibly unprecedented gesture by the RSPB 
shows the true value and contribution of the life and work of Charles Tunnicliffe.” Previously, the 
great naturalist and founder of the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, Sir Peter Scott, stated “The 
verdict of posterity in time to come is likely, I believe, to rate Charles Tunnicliffe as the greatest 
wildlife artist of the 20th century.” 
 
The Charles Tunnicliffe 
Exhibition Inspired By Nature 
continues at Macclesfield Town 
Hall until Easter and is an 
opportunity to see some of the 
birds Tunnicliffe captured in his 
artwork. The Museums had 
almost 1,000 entries to its 
Tunnicliffe Art Competition, 
which was for children to enter. 
One of the winners included 
Matilda who won a collection of 
art books for her entry.                                                                                                            Photograph Jen Tolliday 

Photograph Jen Tolliday 

Photograph David Tolliday 

Press release from Macclesfield Museum 
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N    A  G  M  

The Annual General Meeting of The RSPB Macclesfield Local Group  

will be held on 

Tuesday 10 May 2022 at 7:45 pm   

 Nominations are invited for Committee Membership 
 

Daryll and Derek Bailey our Publicity Officers are stepping down from their roles on the 
Committee. Ian Taylor is relinquishing his role of Newsletter Editor but is willing to continue on 
the Committee undertaking the roles of Walk Leader, Garden Bird Survey Analyst and Front of 

House as required, David Tolliday would like to step down as Bird Records Officer and Facebook 
Host, Joan Wilson would like to step down as Website Host .   

We will need to fill these vacancies to ensure the Local Group runs smoothly next season.  

If you are interested in these roles we urge you to step forward and join the Committee now to 
ensure a smooth transition and handover.  

 Please consider joining the Committee to help the Group.   

The closing date for nominations for Committee is Tuesday 3 May 2022. 

 For details of submission rules and procedures please contact any member of the Committee.  

Nominations should be submitted by signed letter or e-mail to the Secretary, Sarah Park 

(secretary@macclesfieldrspb.org.uk) from those proposing and seconding the nominee. 

Please speak to any Committee Member if your are interested in volunteering; training and 

support is available. We hold just four Committee Meetings per year.  

F  P  F   N  2022 

T 
his year Focalpoint Optics celebrates 40 years of serving birders and are holding an 
event over two days called The Focalpoint Festival of Nature 2022.  
 

The event will be held at Antrobus Village Hall,   
Knutsford Road, Antrobus, Northwich, CW9 6LB 

 on  
Saturday 23rd - Sunday 24th April 2022. 

 
Focalpoint Optics have generously supported The RSPB Macclesfield Local Group for a number 
of years with an advertisement in the Annual Heron magazine. Binocular, telescope and tripod 
manufacturers will be present and the Village Hall has outdoor viewing facilities to allow you to 
test before you buy. In addition, the Hall has a children’s playground and refreshment facilities 
where teas, coffee and cakes will be served so all the family are catered for. During the two days 
various talks and workshops will be held. 
 
Please if you can put these dates in your diaries and come along to support Focalpoint Optics 
celebrate 40 years providing expertise, binoculars, telescopes, tripods and all we need to 
birdwatch successfully. 
 
If you need further information please contact Yvonne Longley on 07955 796318  
or eMail yvonnesipad2@me.com 

Ian Taylor 
Editor 
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G  P  U  

Just as I was about to finish the Newsletter I received this message from Graham: 
 
“I very much appreciated the card you sent me to say thanks for what I’d done for the group 
before I had to give up as a volunteer: it was much appreciated. Thank you too for the present of 
a fine Squirrel Buster bird feeder: it’s not up yet as I need to decide where it can go and obtain a 
suitable hanger, but it will be a great addition to my outdoor bird buffet which currently attracts 
about 20 species each week. 
 
Best wishes to you all, 
 
Graham“ 

F 
inally, this will be the last Newsletter I edit. I would like to thank all the contributors (too  
many to mention) who have provided articles and photographs for inclusion in the 
monthly newsletter and the annual magazine. I hope somebody steps forward to take up 
this role because the publications the Group produce help keep the Members informed 

of our activities. I’m available to help my successor, if required. 
 

Signing off for the last time your Newsletter Editor 
Ian Taylor 

  

A 
fter a long period of 
recuperation following a 
fall our good friend 
Graham Palmer is back 

home enjoying the birds in his 
garden. Graham is no longer able 
to join us at out indoor meetings 
due to his reduced mobility and 
consequently retired from his 
Committee position of General 
Duties a few months ago.  
 
The Committee couldn’t let his work 
volunteering for the Local Group 
organising the hotels for weekends 
away, preparing his famous 
marmalades and jams for sale at 
our indoor meetings or fund raising 
events, plus producing the annual 
bird report for the August Heron 
magazine go unrecognised.  
 
As the picture shows Graham was 
presented with a card which many 
of you signed at the March indoor 
meeting together with a small token 
of our appreciation - a squirrel 
buster bird feeder to add to his 
garden bird feeder collection. 
 
We all wish Graham many happy 
hours watching the birds in his 
garden from his conservatory. 
 

Ian Taylor 

Photograph Jean Evans 


